
There is NO “Plan B”



Well, if  you don’t 
believe in the 

organized church, 
you’ll love ours –

we’re as disorganized 
as they come!



EPHESIANS 3:10-11 “His intent was that 
now, through the church, the manifold 
wisdom of God should be made known... 
according to His eternal purpose which He 
accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.”



1. Jesus’ view of the Church

Matthew 16:18 “I tell you that you are Peter 
(Petros) and on this rock (Petra) I will build my 
church,  and the gates of Hell will not overcome it.



1 Peter 2:6-8“The 
stone the builders 
rejected has become 
a cornerstone, and a 
stone of stumbling 
and a rock of offence

…They stumble 
because they disobey 
the message….”

Isaiah 8:14; 28:16; Daniel 2:44



Jesus is the Rock!

• ‘church’ made of ‘living 
stones’; Jesus holds it all 
together

• Isaiah 28:15; 8:14 refer 
to ‘stone’ that people 
stumble over



2. What Did the Early Church Look Like?

(a)Empowered by the Holy Spirit

• Radically, experientially, recognisably 
different from those around them

• Love of Jesus demonstrated in and 
through them.



2. What Did the Early Church Look Like?

(b)Devoted to teaching God’s Word

Matthew 28: 19-20 “Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptising them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you…”



2. What Did the Early Church Look Like?

(c) Devoted to Fellowship

• Fellowship = “The companionship of individuals in a 
congenial atmosphere and on equal terms”

• Fellowship despite differences in background, culture, 
and circumstances of life.



1 Corinthians 6:9-11 “Do you not know that the wicked will not 
inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived: neither the 
sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes 
nor homosexual offenders, nor thieves nor the greedy nor 
drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of 
God.  

And that is what some of you were.  But you were washed, you 
were sanctified, you were justified in the Name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

Colossians 3:11 “There is no Greek or Jew (race), circumcised or 
uncircumcised (culture), barbarian, Scythian (lifestyle & upbringing), 
slave or free (social circumstances), but Christ is all, and is in all.”



2. What Did the Early Church Look Like?

(c) Devoted to Fellowship

• They maintained this fellowship by the 
ability to reconcile when strong people 
differed in opinion.

• Racial / cultural divisions

• Religious disagreements

• Personality clashes



2. What Did the Early Church Look Like?

(d) Devoted to Breaking of Bread

• Centres our thoughts on Jesus

• Proclaims the Gospel 

• Judge ourselves, not others as we partake

• NOT to take it lightly 



2. What Did the Early Church Look Like?

(e) Devoted to Prayer

• Prayer was integral to the life of the church

Acts 1:14 “they all joined together constantly in prayer…”

Acts 2:42 “they continued steadfastly in the apostle’s 
teaching and fellowship, in breaking of bread, and in 
prayer….” 

• Prayer demonstrated in every circumstance of life



2. What Did the Early Church Look Like?

(e) Devoted to Prayer

• Prayed for miracles

• Prayed for Holy Spirit

• Prayed in difficulties

• Prayed in decision making

• Prayed for enemies

• Prayed for leaders 
/ authority

• Personal prayer 
prioritised



3. The Mystery

EPHESIANS 3:9-10b “…this mystery, which for ages 
past, was kept hidden in God, who created all things.  
His intent was that now, through the church, the 
manifold wisdom of God should be made known... 
according to His eternal purpose which he accomplished 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

• It was a mystery to generations, only made known with 
Jesus’ coming

• This ‘mystery’ was God’s eternal purpose!



3. The Mystery

Romans 1:20 “…since the creation of the world God’s 
invisible qualities – His eternal power and divine nature –
have been clearly seen [in creation], so that men are 
without excuse.”

• God as creator is no mystery – it is obvious to all!



3. The Mystery

• The mystery revealed is “the unsearchable riches in 
Christ” (Ephesians 3:8)

• Mystery made known through the church



3. The Mystery

(a)God reconciles sinful mankind to Himself through Jesus

• Plan first foretold in Genesis 3 (Fall)

• Jesus’ sacrifice enabled mankind to have fellowship with 
God

• Gospel breaks down barriers of race, gender, social position



3. The Mystery

(b) Propagation of faith through the church

• Church grew despite persecution

• Church is Jesus’ body in action today



3. The Mystery

(c) Jesus’ love for the church

Ephesians 5:25 “Husbands love your wives, as Christ loved 
the church and gave himself up for her, to make her holy… to 
present her to himself as a radiant church, without …blemish, 
holy and blameless.”

• Jesus is head of the church – our purpose is to bring glory 
to HIM.



1 Corinthians 1:13 “Christ crucified is a stumbling block to 
Jews (religious) and foolishness to Gentiles (unbelievers).

• The ‘mystery’ of God reconciling the world to Himself 
through Jesus’ death offends people.

• This message is entrusted to the church to share with the 
world

• There is NO ‘Plan B’


