
The Sound of the 
Church

Living in the Land #4



Every time God’s people 

gather, there is:

• A sense of belonging

• Healing

• Restoration

• Identity

• Purpose 



1. Wilderness has a 
Purpose

• Israelites were being led by 

God’s presence (cloud)

• They were provided for –

just enough for that day

• Clothing did not wear out

• No powerful enemies.



1. Wilderness has Purpose

Purpose 1: Learning to live by faith:

• Sometimes the missed opportunity shows us we did not have the 

faith for it.

Numbers 14:42, 44 “Do not go up, because the Lord is not with you.  

You will be defeated by your enemies….nevertheless, in their 

presumption they went up toward the high hill country, though 

neither Moses for the Ark of the Lord’s covenant moved from the 

camp…



1. Wilderness has Purpose

Purpose 2: Let God Lead:

• There will be other opportunities

Romans 12:3 For by the grace given to me I say to every one 

of you: do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, 

but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in 

accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.



2. Sacrifice has Purpose

Romans 12:1-2 Therefore, I urge you brothers, in view of 

God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and 

pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship.

Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be 

able to test and approve what God’s will is – His good, 

pleasing and perfect will



3. Belonging 
has Purpose

Romans 12:4 Just as each of 

us has one body and many 

members, and these 

members do not all have the 

same function, so in Christ we 

who are many form one body, 

and each member belongs to 

all the others.



4. Your Lifestyle has Purpose

• Your lifestyle produces a sound that the community hears.

Numbers 23:21 He has not looked on Jacob’s offenses, or on the 

wrongs found in Israel, the Lord their God is with them; the shout of 

the King is among them.

• A curse turned into a blessing.



Romans 12:9-21 (TPT)

9Let the inner movement of your heart always be to love one 

another, and never play the role of an actor wearing a mask.  

Despise evil, and embrace everything that is good and 

virtuous.

Be devoted to tenderly loving your fellow believers as 

members of one family.  Try to outdo yourselves in respect 

and honour of one another.

Be enthusiastic to serve the Lord, keeping your passion 

toward him boling hot!  Radiate the glow of the Holy Spirit and 

let Him fill you with excitement as you serve Him.



Romans 12:9-21 (TPT)

12Let this hope burst forth within you, releasing a continual joy.  

Don’t give up in a time of trouble, but commune with God at 

all times.

Take a constant interest in the needs of God’s beloved people 

and respond by helping them.  And eagerly welcome people 

as guests into your home.

Speak blessing, not cursing, over those who reject and 

persecute you.



Romans 12:9-21 (TPT)

15Celebrate with those who celebrate, and weep with those 

who grieve.  Live happily together in a spirit of harmony, and 

be as mindful of another’s worth as you are your own.  

Don’t live with a lofty mindset, thinking you are too important 

to serve others, but be willing to do menial tasks and identify 

with those who are humble-minded.  Don’t be smug or even 

think for a moment that you know it all.

Never hold a grudge or try to get even, but plan your life 

around the noblest way to benefit others.  Do your best to live 

as everybody’s friend.



Romans 12:9-21 (TPT)

19Beloved, don’t be obsessed with taking revenge, but leave 

that to God’s righteous justice.  For the Scriptures say:

“Vengeance is mine, and I will repay,” says the Lord.

And:

“If your enemy is hungry, buy him lunch!  

Win him over with kindness.

For your surprising generosity will awaken his conscience, 

and God will reward you with favour.”

21Never let evil defeat you, but defeat evil with good.


