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The Final Chapter 

#7 A Journey through Acts 
 

Introduction: Interview with Ashleigh Barty’s sport’s coach. 

• You need to know who the real Ash is 

• Your identity comes from who you are, not what you do. 

• Focusing on a negative emotion / circumstance will drain you of your 

drive. 

• Summed up by saying: “who am I and what am I here for?” 

• Paul’s Mission:  

Acts 26:17b-18  “…I am sending you to [the Gentiles] to open their eyes 

and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, 

so that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and a place among those who 

are sanctified by faith in Me.” 

1. Know Your Identity 

Background:  Shipwreck on Malta (Acts 27-28) 

• Who are you, Paul? 

o Does your identity make a difference when you are 

shipwrecked? 

• Paul knew how closely Jesus identified with His church (Acts 9:4) 

• Paul identified with Christ’s suffering. 

• Paul claimed: “We have the mind of Christ” (1 Corinthians 2:16) 

2 Corinthians 5:20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God 

were making His appeal through us.  We implore you on Christ’s behalf: be 

reconciled to God. 

2 Corinthians 1:21-22  Now it is God who makes both us and you stand 

firm in Christ.  He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put his 

Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 
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• In Christ 

o Anointed 

o Set His seal of ownership 

o Put His Spirit in our hearts 

o Guarantee 

• Your identity comes out of who you are, not what you do. 

 

2. Your Interlude can Lead to a Miracle 

• Paul knew he had to go to Rome 

o Confirmed by the Lord (Acts 27:24) 

Acts 27:23-24 Last night an angel of the God whose I am and whom I serve 

stood beside me and said, “Do not be afraid, Paul.  You must stand trial 

before Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of all who sail 

with you.” 

• Paul demonstrated: 

o Faith in the One greater than his circumstances 

o Sure of what he hoped for  

o Certain of what he could not see. 

• His interlude was not the end of the story: 

o Shipwreck was not the end 

o Snake bite was not the end (Acts 28:5) 

o People’s reactions were not the end  

▪ From “murderer” to “a god” (Acts 28:4; 6) 

• If Paul had focused on the negative, he would not have the drive for 

the next part of his story. 

Philippians 4:8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, 

whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is loving, whatever is 

admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such 

things. 

• Context: peace guarding your heart. 
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3. Your Faithfulness Leads to Breakthrough 

Acts 28:7-10 There was an estate nearby that belonged to Publius the chief 

official of the island.  He welcomed us to his home and for three days 

entertained us hospitably.  His father was sick in bed, suffering from fever 

and dysentery.  Paul went in to see him and, after prayer, placed his hands 

on him and healed him.  When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the 

island came and were cured. 

• One miracle led to a breakthrough. 

• Malta has some of the oldest temples dedicated to the “mother 

goddess”. 

o History tells us that Publius became the bishop/ elder of a 

church on Malta. 

o Today, 95% Malta see themselves as practicing Christians –  

▪ Mainly RC, and 2% as “Pentecostals”. 

o You can see memorials to Paul’s shipwreck in Malta today. 

 

4. The Final Chapter. 

• Paul was under house arrest in Rome 60-62 AD 

o Taught fellow Believers. 

o Spoke to the leaders of the Jews. 

o Was released and went to Spain. 

o Returned to Rome around AD64 when Nero burned down Rome 

and blamed the Christians. 

o Put to death by beheading along with many other Christians 

including Peter who was crucified upside down. 

• Fellow-Israelites still disputed with Paul. 

o How did he respond? 

▪ Symptoms of a “calloused heart”. 
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Acts 28:26-27  Go to this people and say, “You will be ever hearing but 

never understanding; you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.”  For 

this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, 

and they have closed their eyes.  Otherwise they might see with their eyes, 

hear with their ears, understand with their hearts, and turn, and I would 

heal them. 

• There is a difference between hearing and understanding. 

• There is a difference between seeing and perceiving. 

• Why?  Hearts become calloused. 


