
Relationships 2020
#5 IN SERIES ON 1 CORINTHIANS.



1. Marriage Rights (and wrongs…)

(a) Tips for Searching Singles

Don’t consider anyone who does not belong to the 
Lord (i.e. a believer)  1 Corinthians 7:39

2 Corinthians 6:14  Do not be yoked together with 
unbelievers. For what do righteousness and 
wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can 
light have with darkness?



1. Marriage Rights (and wrongs…)

(b) Tips for Married Couples

Honour God with your body

We were made for intimacy

2 Corinthians 7:4  The wife does not have authority 
over her own body but yields it to her husband. In the 
same way, the husband does not have authority over 
his own body but yields it to his wife.

Satan is aware of our self-control issues



2. Being Single a GIFT?

1 Corinthians 7:7 I wish that all of you were as I 

am. But each of you has your own gift from God; 

one has this gift, another has that.



2. Being Single a GIFT?

1 Corinthians 7:32-35 (TPT)  For a single man is focused on 
the things of the Lord and how he may please him.  But a 
married man is pulled in two directions, for he is 
concerned about both the things of God and the things 
of the world in order to please his wife.  

A married woman is concerned about the things of the 
world and how she may please her husband.  I am trying 
to help you and make things easier for you and not make 
things difficult, but so that you would have undistracted 
devotion, serving the Lord constantly with an undivided 
heart.



3. Separation Anxiety

1 Corinthians 7:10-11  To the married I give this 
command (not I, but the LORD): A wife must not 
separate from her husband. But if she does, she must 
remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. 
And a husband must not divorce his wife.

(a) Both Parties Believers

God has called us to live in peace (v15)

“Blessed are the Peacemakers….”



3. Separation Anxiety

(b) Only One Party a Believer

1 Corinthians 7:12-13  To the rest I say this (I, not the 
LORD): If any brother has a wife who is not a 
believer and she is willing to live with him, he must 
not divorce her. 13And if a woman has a husband 
who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, 
she must not divorce him.

1 Corinthians 7:15  But if the unbeliever leaves, let it 
be so. The brother or the sister is not bound in such 
circumstances; God has called us to live in peace.



3. Separation Anxiety

(c) What about their children?

1 Corinthians 7:14  For the unbelieving husband has 

been sanctified through his wife, and the 

unbelieving wife has been sanctified through her 

believing husband. Otherwise your children would 

be unclean, but as it is, they are holy.

Key word – “sanctified”

Context – divorce, not salvation



4. Break the Slave Mentality

1 Corinthians 7:23 (TPT)  Since a great price was 

paid for your redemption, stop having the mind-

set of a slave.

“slave mentality” is caught in the world’s system

World’s “freedom” has a sting in its tail.



4. Break the Slave Mentality

1 Corinthians 7:31-32a  (TPT) We are to live as 

those who live in the world system but are not 

absorbed by it, for the world as we know it is 

quickly passing away. Because of this, we need 

to live as free from anxiety as possible.


