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THE PARTNERSHIP 
#4 VISION 2020 

 

Introduction: The age of the ‘selfie’ 

• Society’s focus on self is not new 

• Loyalty is dependant upon my needs being met. 

 

1. Partnership with Christ: 

1 Corinthians 3:9-10 For we are co-workers [partners] in God’s service; you 
are God’s field, God’s building.  By the grace God has given me, I laid a 
foundation as a wise builder, and someone else is building on it. But each 
one should build with care. 

• Partners – one who works for the same cause 

o Paul laid foundation, but another built it. 

• Partners with God –  

o Creation:  

▪ God created; Adam named 

o David & Goliath 

▪ David acted in faith based on past experiences 

1 Samuel 17:37  “The Lord who rescued me from the paw of the lion and 
the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of the Philistine.”  Saul 
said to David: “Go, and the Lord be with you.” 

o God’s part – the supernatural; My part – the natural. 

• EXAMPLE:   

o Hezekiah’s prayer (background 2 Kings 19) 

▪ Specific 

▪ Confirmed by Isaiah the Prophet 

▪ Enemy destroyed. 
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o Early Church prayer – Peter released 

 

2. The Commitment: 

Mark 8:34-38 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and 

said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up 

their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, 

but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it. What 

good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or 

what can anyone give in exchange for their soul?  If anyone is ashamed of 

me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man 

will be ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy 

angels.” 

• Deny himself – opposite of selfish / self-focussed. 

o The kingdom is for those who are poor in spirit (Matthew 5:3) 

o Jesus’ priorities become ours 

• Take up their cross – bear persecution 

o Whatever you give up for Jesus brings LIFE. 

Luke 14:34-35  Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made 

salty again?  It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown 

out. 

• Pure salt requires commitment to separate sand and other impurities 

from salt obtained from the Dead Sea (pic) 

o Offer something different from what the world offers. 
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3. Does Your Life Count? 

• Lost Sheep Parable: 

o Jesus was addressing 4 groups of people: 

▪ Tax collectors, sinners, Pharisees, Teachers of the Law 

▪ 2 groups were hungry for something real 

▪ 2 groups had the truth but misrepresented it. 

Luke 15:3-7 Then Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose one of you has a 

hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in 

the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it?  And when he 

finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his 

friends and neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found 

my lost sheep.’  I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing 

in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 

persons who do not need to repent. 

• Is this unfair? 

o What about the 99? 

• The One – got separated by choice 

o The 99 – were cared for; there was more than one shepherd for 

100 sheep 

ILLUSTRATION: 

 

Mr Genor Story: ‘Mr George Street’ 

A pastor was preaching on one of the bigger churches in London, and after 

he finished, a man approached him and asked if he could give a testimony. 

Sydney: [a few months ago] Visiting relatives and was in George St when a 

strange white-haired man cam up to me and gave me a leaflet.  He said 

‘Sir, if you died tonight would you go to heaven?’  On the way back to 

London he thought about this all the way – found someone whom he 

knew as ‘religious’ / Christian, and he led him to Jesus. 
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Adelaide: [1week later] woman came forward for prayer.  When asked the 

question was she a Christian, related the above story.  She went to a local 

church and found Jesus. 

Perth: A Perth Businessman had been in Sydney 3 years earlier.  He grew 

up in the church, and became a leader because of his business 

connections... related the same story.  As a result, he realised he was not a 

Christian, despite going to church all those years. 

Keswick Convention:  Related the testimony above.  Four people came up 

after he spoke.  They had been saved 20-30 years ago in George St. 

Caribbean:    Met 3 missionaries saved 15-20 years ago. 

Naval Chaplains’ Convention:  Talking to the head of chaplaincy.   One 

night he was blind drunk, and hit King’s cross.  Got the wrong bus and 

landed in George St, Sydney.  A white-haired man appeared. … he 

experienced the fear of God.  He is now in charge of over 1,000 chaplains. 

North Eastern India:  One of the organizers… an Indian diplomat who had 

been in Australia.  Asked his story.  White-haired man in George St… When 

back in India, he sought out a Hindu priest who couldn’t help him, but 

referred him to a missionary.   

Sydney [8 months later]:  Asked everywhere about the man in George St.  

Finally met him. 

Mr Genor Story: 

• A troublemaker – converted just over 30 years 

• 10 people a day – plenty of knockbacks 

• Never heard of one single convert. 

• Stats for Mr Genor – influence – 146,100 for Christ 

• Died 2 weeks later. 
 


