
LOVE FOR THE 
CHURCH

PRIORITY 1 # 9



LIFE IS BUSY!
• Time is our most precious commodity

• How we handle time affects our values

• Value = esteemed; considered of worth



LIFE IS BUSY!

❑Christmas - 1

❑End of School Holidays - 1

❑Easter -1

❑Long Weekend -1

❑Mother’s Day – 1

❑Father’s Day – 1

❑End of School Year – 1

❑Family reunions – 3

❑Sleep-in– 4

❑Death in the family – 4

❑Anniversary – 1

❑Sickness – 5

❑Business trips – 4

❑Vacations – 4

❑Children’s Sports - 5

❑Bad Weather – 4

❑Unexpected company – 5

❑Specials on TV – 3



1. CHURCH IS 
A PRIORITY

Acts 2:46-47 Every day they continued to 
meet together in the temple courts.  They 

broke bread in their homes and ate 
together wit glad and sincere hearts, 

praising God and enjoying the favour of all 
the people.  And the Lord added to their 

number daily those who were being saved.

‘church’ = called out ones; assembly

(the people, not the building)



1. CHURCH IS A 
PRIORITY

Hebrews 10:25 ‘Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of 
doing, but let us encourage one another –
all the more as you see the Day 
approaching.’



LIFE IS BUSY!

“…and on the day called Sunday, all who live in cities or in 
the country gather together in one place, and the memoirs 
of the apostles or the writings of the prophets are read… But 
Sunday is the day on which we all hold a common assembly, 
because it is the first day of the week on which God… made 
the world; and Jesus Christ our Saviour on the same day rose 
from the dead.” – Justin Martyr 
(first Christian philosopher who lived AD100-165)



1. CHURCH IS A PRIORITY

Psalm 52:8-9 ‘But I am like an olive tree flourishing in the house of God; I 
trust in God’s unfailing love forever and ever.  I will praise you forever 
for what you have done; in your name I will hope, for your name is 
good.  I will praise you in the presence of your saints.’



2. CHURCH IS A 
GATEWAY

Genesis 28:12  He had a 
dream in which he saw a 
stairway resting on the 
earth, with its top reaching 
to heaven, and the angels 
of God were ascending and 
descending on it.



2. CHURCH IS A GATEWAY

Genesis 28:16-17  When Jacob woke 
from his sleep, he thought, “surely 
the Lord is in this place, and I was not 
aware of it.”  

He was afraid, and said, ‘How 
awesome is this place!  This is none 
other than the house of God; this is 
the gate of heaven.’



2. CHURCH IS A GATEWAY

• When Jesus was baptised he ‘saw heaven opened’

• At Pentecost. Heaven opened.

• Jesus is the head of the church

Ephesians 3:10 ‘His intent that now, through the 
church, the manifold wisdom of God should be 
made known to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly realms.’



3. CHURCH 
MOTIVATED BY 

LOVE THE MESSIEST PLACE ON EARTH 
OUTSIDE OF FAMILIES 

SHOULD BE THE CHURCH.



3. CHURCH 
MOTIVATED BY LOVE

(a) Our Priority

Matthew 22:37-39 Jesus replied: “Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind.”  This 
is the first and greatest commandment. 
And the second is like it: “Love your 
neighbour as yourself”.



Love is a commitment, accompanied by actions 
without a demand for something in return.



Good Feelings

Wrong Thinking

Leads to Wrong Actions

Leads to Intimacy

Commitment 

Commitment 

Biblical Thinking

Leads to Action

Leads to Intimacy

Good Feelings
LOVE PARADIGM

Culture’s View Christian’s View



3. CHURCH MOTIVATED BY LOVE

(b) Love with your Mind

• What do I think about the church?

Proverbs 18:17 The first to present his 
case seems right, till another comes 
forward and questions him.



3. CHURCH MOTIVATED BY LOVE

1 Corinthians 13:6-7 ‘Love does not delight in evil 
but rejoices in the truth.  It always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.



3. CHURCH MOTIVATED BY LOVE

(c) Love with What I Say

Ephesians 4:29 ‘Do not let any unwholesome talk 
come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful 
for building others up according to their needs, that 
it may benefit those who listen..

Psalm 49:3-4 ‘My mouth will speak words of wisdom; 
the utterance from my heart will give 
understanding.  I will turn my ear to a proverb; with 
the harp I will expound my riddle.’



Ephesians 3:16-21 I pray that out of His glorious riches He may 
strengthen you with power through His Spirit in your innermost 
being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. 

And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have 
power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and 
high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that 
surpasses knowledge – that you may be filled to the measure of all 
the fullness of God.

Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask 
or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us, to Him 
be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations, for ever and ever! Amen.


