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BODY IMAGE 
#8 (1 CORINTHIANS) 

Introduction:  Testimony from David Mareko 

BACKGROUND to 1 Corinthians 12-14 

• Oracle of Delphi 

o Delphi sanctuary to Roman god Apollo 

o Located on Mt Parnassus, near Corinth 

o Formerly known as “Pytho” after the snake 

that Apollo was said to have killed.  

• According to bible archaeology .org the temple 

was built on a (geological) fault line 

o Priestess would go into an ecstasy – which people thought was 

her speaking on behalf of Apollo. 

• Corinthians were used to the concept of someone speaking on behalf 

of a god. 

 

• Paul says: 

1 Corinthians 12:1-3 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I 

do not want you to be unaware.  You know that when you 

were pagans, you were led astray to the mute idols, however you were 

led.  Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of 

God says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” 

except by the Holy Spirit. 

• Someone claiming the influence of the Holy Spirit 

o Cursing Jesus is NOT from God 

o Saying Jesus is something less than Lord is NOT from God 

▪ Aramaic: “Lord Yahweh” 

• How Life in the Spirit works: 
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1. It’s About Others 

1 Corinthians 12:7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given 

for the common good. 

• Spiritual gifts are not for us, but for benefit of others 

o Manifestations are “gifts”, NOT earned 

o More noticeable as we reach out to others. 

• List of gifts: (vv8-11) 

o Speaking gifts: 

▪ Wisdom 

▪ Knowledge 

▪ Speaking in tongues,  

▪ Interpretation of tongues 

▪ Prophecy 

o Supernatural gifts: 

▪ Supernatural faith 

▪ Healing 

▪ Miraculous powers 

 

2. It’s Being Connected (body image) 

1 Corinthians 12:12-13 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all 

its many parts form one body, so it is with Christ.  For we were all 

baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, 

slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 

• We are one body 

1 Corinthians 12:15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I 

do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of 

the body. 

• Can’t say I (or you…) don’t belong 

. 1 Corinthians 12:21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” 

And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!” 

• Can’t say “I don’t need you!” 
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1 Corinthians 12:24-26   While our presentable parts need no special treatment. 

But God has put the body together, giving greater honour to the parts that lacked 

it,  so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal 

concern for each other.  If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is 

honoured, every part rejoices with it. 

• In the church, those who are lacking get lifted up 

o There is no division 

o If one suffers / is honoured, everyone shares in it. 

 

3. It’s Working on Essentials 

1 Corinthians 13:1-3  If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do 

not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  If I have 

the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if 

I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am 

nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship 

that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

• We can run the race our way, or God’s way 

• Love is: 

o Patient, kind,  

o Not envious; refuses to be jealous 

o Does not boast – inflate its own importance 

o Not rude or self-seeking 

o Not easily angered – or quick to take offence 

o Keeps no record of wrongs 

o Does not delight in evil 

o Rejoices in the truth 

o Protects, trusts, hopes, perseveres  

▪ Love is a safe place of shelter 

o Love never takes failure as defeat, for it never gives up. (TPT) 
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4. It’s Preparing for the Day 

• Paul talks about “when perfection comes” (13:10) 

o Some translations have “loves perfection” 

o Who demonstrated love perfectly – Jesus! 

• When Jesus comes the gifts of the Spirit will no longer be needed 

(v8-9) 

o I will put away childish things (v11) 

o I will see clearly (face to face – v12) 

o I shall know fully (v12) 

o I will finally be understood 

1 Corinthians 13:13 TPT Until then, there are three things that remain: 

faith, hope, and love—yet love surpasses them all.  So above all else, let 

love be the beautiful prize for which you run. 

 


