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THE SECRET OF EFFECTIVE PRAYER 
#2 Are You Ready? 

Introduction:  current crisis with coronavirus (Covid 19) 

• Last week David spoke on relationship in prayer 

• Other levels of prayer –  

o Agreement 

o Endurance 

o Warfare  

 

1. Effective Prayer 

James 5:16(b) – 18  The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and 

effective.  Elijah was a man just like us.  He prayed earnestly that it would 

not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years.  Again he 

prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops. 

• Righteous prayer – powerful 

o Effective 

• We know a righteous person when we see one 

o Even the best of us has flaws. 

• Good news – Jesus the righteous One has given HIS righteousness to 

me. 

Ephesians 6:14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your 

waist, and with the breastplate of righteousness in place… 

• We are to put on the breastplate of righteousness 

o So we can be made more righteous 

• Effective prayer flows from those who keep short accounts with God 
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2. Effective Pray-ers Listen and Act 

1 Kings 17:1-3  Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to King 

Ahab, “As the Lord, the God of Israel lives, whom I serve, there will be 

neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my word.” 

Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah: “Leave here, turn eastward and 

hide in the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan…” 

• This drought was the judgement of God 

o Elijah was told to leave 

o God would provide 

• Give background:  Elijah fed by ravens. 

 

3. Effective Prayer Endures 

1 Kings 17:7-9 Some time later the brook dried up because there had been 

no rain in the land.  Then the word of the Lord came to him: “Go at once to 

Zarepath of Sidon and stay there.  I have commanded a widow in that 

place to supply you with food.” 

• Things got worse 

• God has a plan 

o Your provision can come from an unlikely sauce 

• Widow was suicidal 

o Speak to the fear. 

o Look for the opportunity to minister in Jesus’ Name. 

1 Kings 17:14 “For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘The jar of 

flour will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry until the day the 

Lord gives rain on the land’.” 

• Elijah spoke prophetically / word of knowledge 

o His faith built on previous promise 

1 Kings 17:9(b) “I have commanded a widow in that place to supply you 

with food…” 
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• Elijah prayed in faith 

 

4. Effective Prayer overcomes doubt 

• Challenge to what you believe will come 

o Son became sick and stopped breathing 

1 Kings 17:18 She said to Elijah, “What do you have against me, man of 

God?  Did you come to remind me of my sin and kill my son?” 

• Mother blamed Elijah 

o Conscious of her sinfulness 

• Fear and unbelief are contagious  

1 Kings 17:20 …then he cried out to the Lord, “O Lord my God, have you 

brought tragedy also upon this widow I am staying with , by causing her 

son to die?” 

5. Effective Prayer Stretches Us 

• Elijah broke through fear and doubt. 

1 Kings 17:21 Then he stretched himself out on the boy three times and 

cried to the Lord, “O Lord my God, let this boy’s life return to him!” 

• You will be stretched 

o There are times to make war in the spirit 

• God granted their request 

 

Conclusion: 

Pray that our community know that you are a man / woman / child of God 

and that the Word of the Lord from your mouth is the truth. 


