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Introduction:  

One evening Rachael brought home her fiancé to meet her parents.  After 

dinner, her mother told her father to go and learn more about the young 

man.  Out on a walk, the father started quizzing the guy. “So, what do you 

do?” the father asked. 

“I am a Bible College Scholar” he replied. 

The father, obviously impressed with the answer, continued: “Admirable, 

but what will you do to provide a nice house for my daughter to live in?” 

“I will study, and God will provide for us,” he answered back. 

The father probed again: “now, ho do you plan to buy my daughter a 

beautiful engagement ring?” 

“I will concentrate on my studies,” the young man replied.  “God will 

provide for us.” 

“Hmmm …. And how do you plan to take care of your children?” 

“Don’t worry, sir – God will provide” answered the fiancé.  Every time the 

father put on a new question, the young man passed the onus to God. 

At bedtime, when the mother enquired about the conversation, the father 

responded: “Well, he has no job and no plans, but the good news is – he 

thinks I’m GOD!” 

• What is our Heavenly Father like? 

 

 

 

 



1. He Knows You: 

• You are created in His image 

Genesis 1:27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of 

God he created them; male and female he created them. 

• Male and female reflect His image 

o Godly male and female characteristics reflect God’s character 

o Jesus demonstrated this perfectly 

Psalm 139:1-4  You have searched me, LORD,  and you know me. 

You know when I sit and when I rise;  you perceive my thoughts from afar. 

You discern my going out and my lying down;  you are familiar with all my 

ways.  Before a word is on my tongue you, LORD, know it completely 

• He knows our movements (going in and going out) 

• He knows every word we speak 

 

2. He Provides for You 

• God gives us good gifts (James 1:17) 

Matthew 6:31-34 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What 

shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’  For the pagans run after all 

these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.  But 

seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 

given to you as well.  Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for 

tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 

• God knows what we need 

• Seek His kingdom first 

• Don’t worry needlessly. 

Matthew 7:11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good 

gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good 

gifts to those who ask him! 

 



3. He Loves You 

• God sings over us! 

Zephaniah 3:17 The LORD your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who 

saves.  He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke 

you but will rejoice over you with singing.” 

Psalm 37:4 Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your 

heart. 

• When your heart breaks, God is close to you 

Psalm 34:18 The Lord is close to the broken-hearted, and saves those who 

are crushed in spirit.. 

• He carries us close to His heart 

• BUT… what is I am not seeing it / feeling it? 

ILLUSTRATION:  Game night. We were playing Balderdash. If you’ve never 

played, this is a game where a word is read that nobody knows the 

definition for. Everyone writes down a made-up definition with the goal of 

convincing everyone that your definition is the real definition. Someone then 

reads everyone’s fake definitions along with the real definition mixed into 

the bunch. Everyone then votes on which definition they think is the real 

definition, and if more people vote for your fake definition than the real 

definition, you win that round! 

 

I loved this game. I always had. It wasn’t until I was three rounds in and 

destroying everyone in the game that something inside of me triggered. It 

hit me from the back without me even expecting it. I lost my breath and 

immediately got up and walked away. 

 

It had for some reason turned from being a fun game into a game 

highlighting one of my biggest childhood wounds. 

 

It was a game in which the biggest liar was the biggest winner. And it 

sucked the breath right out of me. 

 

I was sobbing behind my cabin when I heard footsteps. I tried to pull it 

together.  



“Yeah. I’m fine. I just got overwhelmed for some reason. Just needed a 

break,” I replied. 

 

“You know there is never just ‘some reason.’ Wanna talk about it?” Dex 

replied. 

 

The last thing I wanted to do was therapy on game night. Especially therapy 

from a guy who’s not a therapist.  

 

“I’m okay, man. Thanks for checking in,” I answered. Dex began to walk 

away. The truth? I was farther from okay than I had been the entire three 

days I’d been at OnSite. A board game suddenly triggered something inside 

of me that I didn’t like. The truth was that I was good at Balderdash 

because I am a good liar. The truth was that I did need to talk to Dex at that 

moment. 

 

“Dex! Can you come here, man? I’m actually not okay.” I yelled out. But he 

was too far away to hear me now. I was gonna have to get off my butt and 

walk to Dex. That may seem like nothing, like the easy thing to do. But if 

you have ever been only a few feet from help and not felt the strength to go 

get it, you understand. Sometimes when help was staring you in the face, 

and you rejected it, you have to get up and go get it. And so I did. 

 

I went all in. Telling him about how that stupid little game triggered 

something inside of me. Telling him all about being a kid and lying about 

accepting Jesus. Telling him about how I can’t seem to get over the fact 

that I feel like a freaking fraud at this thing called life. Telling him how I 

seem to always rub crap on my blessings. We went from zero to hero in a 

hurry. Poor guy. 

 

“It’s not just you,” he said. And then he sat still just staring at me. As if those 

four words were supposed to fix me. “Look around. Do you see what’s 

going on here? All of them. All of your new friends feel like frauds too. And 

you know the good news? None of you are. None of us are. We all know 

right from wrong. And we all feel like we choose wrong more than we 

choose right. But just because you are good at Balderdash, Carlos, doesn’t 

make you a fraud.” 



 I was stunned. It wasn’t the most enlightening conversation I have had in 

my life. It wasn’t laced with tweetable quotes. But it was true. And for some 

reason, when I looked around at everyone gathered around the tables with 

board games on them, I suddenly saw it. I saw humanity for what it is. A 

bunch of imperfect people trying their best to live a good life and make good 

decisions. And it gave me breath. As it should you. 

Romans 7:19 For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not 

want to do—this I keep on doing (NIV)   My lofty desires to do what is good 

are dashed when I do the things I want to avoid. (TPT) 

• Paul’s answer to this dilemma – Romans 8:1 

Romans 8:1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus, who do not live according to the sinful nature, but according 

to the Spirit. 

• Gaze at God; glance at life 

• God made a covenant with all who would follow Jesus 

o Sealed in the blood of His son 


