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FACTUAL ERROR 

(PALM SUNDAY 2021) 

Introducton: 

On his first day working at the petrol station, John watched a senior co-

worker measure the level of fuel in the underground tanks by lowering a 

measuring stick down into them. 

“What would happen if I threw a lit match into the hole?” he jokingly 

asked. 

“It would go out,” the co-worker replied in a very matter-of-fact manner. 

“Really?” John asked, surprised by the answer.  “Is there a lack of oxygen 

down there, or some safety device that would extinguish it before the 

fumes ignited?” 

“No, the force from the explosion would blow out the match.” 

 

• Sometimes, the facts are correct, but the interpretation is wrong, or 

of no use. 

Matthew 21:1-11  As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage 

on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go to the 

village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her 

cold by her.  Untie them and bring them to me.  If anyone says anything to 

you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.” 

This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet” “say to the 

Daughter of Zion, ‘see, you king comes to you, gentle and riding on a 

donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey’.” 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them.  They brought the 

donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them.  A 

very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches 
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from the trees and spread them on the road.  The crowds that went ahead 

of him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  Hosanna in the highest!” 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred as asked, “Who 

IS this?”  The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth 

in Galilee.” 

1. Prophetic Link 

• Prophecies have been given a bad name recently  

o See prophecies in USA re Trump 

o Sometimes people speak out of their own desires, and not 

God’s desires 

• When Jesus entered Jerusalem, he was fulfilling prophecy, but some 

had the wrong interpretation 

Zechariah 9:9 Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion!  Shout, Daughter of 

Jerusalem!  See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, 

gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

• Chapter 9 (of Zech) is in 3 parts: 

i. Judgement (1-8) 

ii. Zion’s king (9-13) 

iii. The Lord’s return (14-17) 

• Prisoners of hope: 

Zechariah 9:12 Return to your fortress, O prisoners of hope; even now I 

announce that I will restore twice as much to you… 

• He will free the prisoners 

• Restore twice as much 

o Restitution for victims of wrong doing 

o “I will make you like a warrior’s sword” 

• The king is 

o Righteous 

o Bring salvation 
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o Gentle 

o Riding on a foal of a donkey 

QUOTE from Talmud: If anyone saw a donkey in his dreams, he will see 

salvation (Ber 56(a) 

• How this prophecy was to be fulfilled was missed by many. 

 

2. Jesus’ Entry 

• Jesus sent disciples out to get the donkey 

• Matthew 21:9  

o “Hosanna” – Aramaic “to save” or “bring the victory” 

o Son of David – warrior king 

▪ David could not build the Temple because he was a 

warrior and had shed blood (1 Chron 28:3) 

▪ People were expecting a warrior king 

o Jesus came to set prisoners free spiritually 

QUOTE: Many people want victory before the cross, but true victory 

comes AFTER resurrection. 

3. Jesus’ Care 

Luke 19:41-44  As He approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over 

it, and said, “If you, even you, had only known on this day what would 

bring you peace – but now it is hidden from your eyes.  The days will come 

upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and 

encircle you and hem you in on every side.  They will dash you to the 

ground, you and you’re the children within your walls.  They will not leave 

one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s 

coming to you.” 

• Jesus wept because he knew the future for them 

o Because of their choice 

• “Jesus of Nazareth” – reflects to his character: 

o Crowned 
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o Branch (Isaiah 11:1) 

o Watch tower (noun); as verb means to protect, preserve 

• Jesus at the temple: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

o Jewish leaders only recognized the “old” temple (see diagram) 

o Market was in the Court of Gentiles 

Luke 19:46 “It is written,” He said to them, “’My house will be a house of 

prayer’, but you have made it a ‘den of robbers’.” 

• My house is a house of prayer for all nations 

o They had forgotten the temple’s purpose 

o No victory / breakthrough without sacrifice. 

• QUOTE: Many people want victory before the cross, but true victory 

comes AFTER resurrection. 

 

 


