
MY IDENTITY CRISIS IS OVER  

AUSTRALIA DAY 2020   
Introduction:does Australia have an identity crisis?  

• Australians also identify as   
o Indigenous  
o British / irish convict stock  
o British free settler  
o European settlers  
o Asian  
o Male, female or a host of other options  

• Is this the same for the church?  
o Am I part of the world, or of Christ?  

1 Peter 2:9-12   But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the 
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful 
light. Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of 
God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received 
mercy. Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain 
from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. Live such good 
lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, 
they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits 
us.  
1. You are Chosen:  

• Who are the “chosen”?  
ILLUSTRATION:  Parable of the Wedding Banquet – Matthew 22:1-14  

• Wedding clothes: - special event; high standard  
o King provided the clothes  
o You had to have the correct clothing  

• Jesus: supplies clothes for a wedding  
o Clothes of righteousness  

Matthew 22:14  “For many are called, but few are chosen.”  
• You are special.  

  
2. A Royal Priesthood:  



ILLUSTRATION:  Dog lovers think of their animal as kind, forgiving, 
humble, patient, loving, warm, gentle, happy, peaceful  

• But it’s a DOG!  It cannot:  
o reason,   
o judge,   
o prize anything because of its worth,   
o doesn’t know where it came from,   
o reflect on its identity.  

• Your dog is amazing, but it isn’t created in the image of God.  
Genesis 1:27  So God created mankind in his own image, in the image 
of God he created them; male and female he created them.  

• Image of God is:  
o Structural – moral values  
o Special – relationship with God  
o Functional – delegated authority  

• Adam and Eve’s sin resulted in:  
o Corrupted moral values  
o Broken relationship with God  
o Authority given to Satan.  

• Humanity gave the authority away  
o Jesus as man – got the authority back  

1 Peter 2:9   But you are …. a royal priesthood….  
“A Royal priesthood exercises rule and authority over every thought, 
every demonic influence, every sickness, poverty; every element on 
earth that directly withstands the will and purpose of our 
Father”.  (David McCracken)  

• Jesus said:  
o Go and make disciples  
o Pray for the sick  
o Deal with spiritual bondage.  

  
3. A Holy Nation  

• Holy = set apart for God’s purpose  
o To represent God’s purpose  



1 Peter 2:11-12  Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to 
abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul. Live 
such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of 
doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the 
day he visits us.  

• We are “foreigners and exiles”  
o Connect to people, but not to lifestyle  

• We are set apart to make a difference  
ILLUSTRATION:  Dr Colin Browing, surgeon / superintendent of 6 
convict ships sent to Australia from 1831-1849.  
“We hear much in our days of the separate, solitary and silent 
systems of prison discipline; but unless the Christian system be 
brought to bear, every other system will bring disappointment, 
confusion and prove an utter failure.  
If we would see and efficient system of moral discipline in operation 
in our prisons, penitentiaries and convict hulks, we must provide for 
the effectual instruction of their inmates in the great facts and 
doctrines of Christianity.   Management, for governor to the humblest 
warder, should be truly spiritual and consistent Christians, fitted by 
their temper and general demeanour to commend the gospel of 
Christ to all around them.  
We are quite willing to concede to all human systems, disciplines to 
which experience may have proved them to be entitled; but the 
attempt of reform our criminals by any means short of those which 
God himself has provided and ordained to that end, as set forth in the 
Scriptures, involves not only ignorant presumption, but practical 
infidelity….”  

• Why could he be so forthright?  
“As experience grew, and practical Christianity was from the 
beginning relied upon, punishments of any kind became less and less 
called for; and during the sixth voyage, in the “Theresa”, in which 156 
of the 220 prisoners gave evidence of turning to the Lord through the 
belief of the gospel, not only were no lashes inflicted, but not an iron 
was used, nor a convict placed under sentry.  



To the honour of the blessed Saviour, who “hath done such great 
things for us”, is this small and feeble work humbly and devoutly 
dedicated.  May He forgive all that is Mans and abundantly bless all 
that is his own; and to the Father, the Son and the Holy ghost, the 
one only true God, be ascribed all glory, and honour, thanksgiving, 
dominion, and praise, now and forevermore, world without end, 
AMEN.”  8 October, 1846  

• Culture can be religious, but not holy.  
  
4. We Belong  
1 Peter 2:9b ….a people belonging to God, that you may declare the 
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful 
light.  

• We are not….  
o Indigenous, Caucasian, Asian, African, Jew or Gentile  
o Male or female  

• We are the people of God  
o Called out of darkness  
o To declare His praises  

My identity is not in crisis – It is in Christ.  
 


