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MID-FAITH CRISIS 

Introduction: some say we are in unprecedented times: 

• Pandemic is forcing changes in work, lifestyle 

o Added pressure in all areas of life 

• Whatever the scale of the changes, the Kingdom of God is a perfectly 

safe and good place to be. 

 

1. Good Intentions: 

• In Jeremiah’s time: 

o No longer reflected a Godly kingdom 

o People had embraced the culture around them 

o Corruption, injustice, and immorality were rampant 

o Even child  sacrifice was practised. 

• Potter’s House Illustration: 

Jeremiah 18:1-4 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from 

the LORD:  “Go down to the potter’s house, and there I will give you my 

message.”  So I went down to the potter’s house, and I saw him working at 

the wheel.  But the pot he was shaping from the clay was marred in his 

hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as seemed best 

to him. 

• Potter’s Intention: a good jug; beautiful vase 

o Clay would not respond 

o Formed into something less 

o Once baked, it cannot change 

▪ Can only be broken 

Jeremiah 18:10  and if it does evil in my sight and does not obey me, then I will 

reconsider the good I had intended to do for it. 
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2. Good Plans 

• Jeremiah’s Day – the Babylonians were coming 

o Jerusalem was under siege 

▪ Wayne’s story 

Jeremiah 23:5, 6b  “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will 

raise up for David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do 

what is just and right in the land…. This is the name by which he will be 

called: The LORD Our Righteous Saviour. 

• The Lord our righteousness 

o Prophetic word foretelling the coming of Jesus 

Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, 

“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 

future. 

• Plans to prosper, give hope, give a future 

Jeremiah 29:13-14a You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your 

heart.  I will be found by you,” declares the LORD, “and will bring you back from 

captivity… 

• From captivity to freedom 

Jeremiah 31:33  “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel 

after that time,” declares the LORD.  “I will put my law in their minds, and 

write it on their hearts.  I will be their God, and they will be my people. 

• New covenant not forced from the outside, but expressed from the inside. 

o Intrinsic, not extrinsic 
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3. Good Role Model 

• In the midst of all this chaos, Jeremiah went out and bought a field 

o Why is this weird? 

• Jeremiah is in a city in lockdown 

o He is under house arrest because of political correctness 

o Self-isolating! 

• The field he buys is in Anathoth (7km north of Jerusalem) 

o It is situated right where the Babylonians are camped! 

▪ WHY? 

Jeremiah 32:14-15  ‘This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: 

Take these documents, both the sealed and unsealed copies of the deed of 

purchase, and put them in a clay jar so they will last a long time.  For this is 

what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Houses, fields and 

vineyards will again be bought in this land.’ 

• It is an act of faith when everything seems lost 

ILLUSTRATION: 

Several years ago, a woman was diagnosed with cancer.  It was a hard time 

for her and her husband – surgery, chemotherapy, anger, depression – the 

works.  Some people thought this couple crazy when in the middle of all 

the medical bills and trips to the hospital, this couple went out and bought 

a field.  They called the place “Anathoth”. 

Obviously, they knew the story about Jeremiah, and made the purchase in 

spite of the sounds of illness and death knocking at their door.  And yes, 

may people thought they were crazy. 

Actually, this couple was making a very powerful statement.  They were 

saying that their lives were in God’s hands.  They were saying that, despite 

the fact that the Babylonians were at the gate, they were putting their 

faith and hope in God. 
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Does this story have a happy ending?  I guess that depends on your 

perspective.  The woman died from her cancer.  The man still owns the 

field called Anathoth.  What eventually happened to the man OR field is 

not the point of the story. 

They Babylonian exile lasted about 50 years.  Jeremiah didn’t live to see 

the end of it.  This woman didn’t live to see what became of her field 

either.  The important thing is that both Jeremiah and this couple bought 

their fields in the first place. 

Jeremiah bought a field when the Babylonians were at the gate.  This 

couple bought a field when death was right around the corner.  But 

neither Jeremiah nor this couple was really staking a claim on some real 

estate.  NO, they were staking a claim on GOD.  They trusted in God’s 

goodness and love and faithfulness, no matter the circumstances. 

Jeremiah 32:17 Ah, Sovereign LORD, you have made the heavens and the 

earth by your great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for 

you. 

• The Kingdom of God is beyond all human kingdoms. 

•  It can not be locked down, and its borders can never be closed. 


