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REAL CHURCH (3) 

Introduction:  Where is God in seasons of change? 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 “There is a time for everything, and a season for every 

activity under heaven:” 

Ecclesiastes 3:11 “He has made everything beautiful in its time.  He has 

also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God 

has done from beginning to end.” 

• Season in life – both physical and spiritual 

• Every season has its own beauty. 

o Recognise the season in yourself. 

o Don’t presume your neighbour is in the same season. 

1. Winter: 

John 15:1-2  “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.  He cuts off 

every branch in me that bears no fruit, whole every branch that does bear 

fruit, he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.” 

• Vine is Jesus; we are branches 

• Goal is to produce better fruit. 

(a) Take Stock: 

• The farmer evaluates what is best for the health and fruitfulness of 

the vine 

(b) Break from old Pattern: 

• Some patterns are not fruitful 

• May even be sinful 

1John 1:9 ”If confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our 

sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” 

(c) Close door to the Past 

• Both good and bad 

o Unfruitful branch is taken away 

o Fruitful branch is trimmed / cut back to produce MORE fruit. 
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• Winter is preparation for the next season 

 

 

2. Spring: 

(a) Atmosphere shift: 

• Not much to be seen initially 

ILLUSTRATION:  Elijah & prophets of Baal 

• Unproductive branch was cut away (Prophets of Baal) 

• There was drought in the land (like winter, it still remained) 

o Sent servant 7 times to check for the atmosphere change 

o Saw “a small cloud like a man’s hand” (1 Kings 18:43-45)  

(b) Waiting 

• This is spring, not harvest 

Psalm 5:1-3 “Give ear to my words, O Lord, consider my sighing.  Listen to 

my cry for help, my King and my God, for to You I pray.  In the morning, O 

Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and 

wait in expectation.” 

John 15:7  “I f you remain in Me and My words remain in you, ask 

whatever you wish, and it will be given to you..” 

(c) Challenges 

• In nature, every crop is challenged before harvest 

o Weather 

o Insects,  

o Disease 

o Most of this happens in the spring 

• In spiritual: 

o Circumstances can come against us which we are called to 

overcome 

o Devil schemes against us 

o He will try: 

▪ To take us back to the old patterns of behaviours 
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▪ To get he unfruitful branches to grow again. 

ILLLUSTRATION:  Church in Corinth – someone who had brought the 

church into disrepute 

2 Corinthians 2:10-11 “If you forgive anyone, I also forgive him.  And what I 

have forgiven – if there was anything to forgive – I have forgiven in the 

sight of Christ for your sake, in order that Satan might not outwit us.  For 

we are not unaware of his schemes.” 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18  “Therefore we do not lose heart.  Though outwardly 

we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.  For 

our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that 

far outweighs them all.  So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on 

what is unseen.  For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is 

eternal.” 

• Our struggles and challenges have a greater purpose 

o A beautiful purpose 

• Focus on the promise 

 

3. Harvest 

• Harvest is easy 

• Still requires hard work and vigilance  

 

4. Autumn  

• Consolidates the fruit of the harvest 


