
True or False Economy?



Matthew 6:25-27; 34

Therefore, I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat 

or drink; or about your body, what you will wear.  Is not life more 

important than food, and the body more important than clothes?  

Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away 

in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are you not 

much more valuable than they?

Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?

Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 

about itself.  Each day has enough trouble of its own.



a) Key Principles of a False Economy



1. Withholding Money Owed

Romans 13:7-8 – ‘Give everyone 

what you owe him: If you owe 

taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, 

then revenue; if respect, then 

respect; if honour, then honour.  

Let no debt remain outstanding, 

except the continuing debt to 

love one another, for he who 

loves his fellow man has fulfilled 

the law.’  



1. Withholding Money Owed

 Cash in the bank is not yours 

if debt is outstanding

 Fee time is not yours if 

promised to someone else

 Debt raised against boom 

asset prices is unwise. 



2. Treating God Like Another Creditor:

Genesis 14:18-20 – ...‘Then Melchizedek king 

of Salem brought out bread and wine.  He was 

priest of God Most High, and he blessed 

Abram, saying, 

‘Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator 

of heaven and earth, and blessed be God Most 

High, who delivered your enemies into your 

hand.’  

Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything....’



2. Treating God Like Another Creditor:

 God is not a creditor / bank

 Giving comes out of relationship

 Not for manipulation



3. Spending Beyond your Budget:

 Where are your resources going? 

 “If you fail to plan, you plan to fail.”

 If you don’t manage your money –

others will!

 Credit cards – pay by the end of the 

month

 Wait until the harvest comes, then it’s a 

blessing



b) Key Principles of a True Economy



1. Plan for the Future:

A) God has a Plan for Us!

Jeremiah 29:11 ‘... “for I know the 

plans I have for you,” declares 

the Lord, “plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to 

give you hope and a future”.’



1. Plan for the Future:

B) Stick with It!

Romans 12:11-12 ‘Never be 

lacking in zeal, but keep your 

spiritual fervour, serving the Lord.  

Be joyful in hope, patient in 

affliction, and faithful in prayer.’



1. Plan for the Future:

C) Goals, not Fantasies!

Proverbs 28:19 – ‘He who works 

his land will have abundant 

food, but the one who chases 

fantasies will have his fill of 

poverty.’



1. Plan for the Future:

C) Goals, not Fantasies!

Faith is the opposite of fantasy

Your lifestyle should match your 

income.



2. Plant Yourself in your Plans!:

Jeremiah 17:7-8 ‘Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, 

whose confidence is in him.  He will be like a tree planted by 

the water, that sends out its roots by the stream. 

It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always 

green.  It has no worries in a year of drought, and never fails 

to bear fruit.’



2. Plant Yourself in your Plans!

 Allow God to water you where you 

are planted.

 Don’t be a victim – the heat WILL 

come!

 Find people who encourage you

 Invest in friendship



3. Seek First the Kingdom:

Deuteronomy 8:18 – ‘...but remember 

the Lord your God, for it is he who 

gives you the ability to produce 

wealth, and so confirms his 

covenant...’



3. Seek First the Kingdom:

If the blessing of God on your life 

takes you away from God’s 

purposes, 

then that blessing 

becomes a curse to you.  



True Economy has these elements:

 Faith – brings a blessing

 Wisdom – increases the blessing

 Integrity – keeps the blessing


