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LIVING WELL 

(1 CORINTHIANS 1:1-9; 18-31) 

Introduction:  

• What does it mean to live well? 

• What does it mean to live well as a Christian? 

BACKGROUND:  Corinth 

 

 

 

 

 

• Wealthy, multicultural, port city 

o Athens & Corinth were in competition for prestige 

o Athens attracted the elite as a university city 

• Corinth populated by self-made businessmen, many of whom were 

ex-slaves who had bought or earned their freedom. 

o This led to brash, individualistic, “can do” mentality 

• Religion / Philosophy 

o Poseidon – god of the sea  

▪ prayed to Poseidon for protection 

o Aphrodite, goddess of love 

▪ 200 priests / prostitution 

o Greek philosophy taught that body and soul are different 

entities 

▪ Thus it didn’t matter what you did with your body as long 

as the soul is alright 

• Challenge:  How to keep the church in the world (evangelism) and 

keep the world out of the church (worldliness) 
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1. The Call  

1 Corinthians 1:2 to the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in 

Christ Jesus and called to be holy, together with all those everywhere who 

call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ – their Lord and ours: 

• Sanctified – to set that person /thing apart for the use intended by 

the designer 

o ILLUSTRATION:  glasses 

• Holy – saints; God’s people 

1 Corinthians 1:5 For in Him you have been enriched in every way – in all 

your speaking and in all your knowledge…. 

• Enriched in speaking and knowledge 

o No lack 

1 Corinthians 1:8-9   He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be 

blameless on the day of lour Lord Jesus Christ.  God, who has called you 

into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful. 

• He will keep you 

• He is faithful 

QUESTION:  Why are some people very “spiritual” but fail to live it out in 

the practical? 

 

2. The Power of the Cross 

QUESTION:  does a figure of a cross have power? 

1 Corinthians 1:18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who 

are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

• Why is the cross powerful? 

o It is a picture of Jesus unbroken by the world’s system. 

a. My sin was laid on Jesus 

1 Corinthians 5:21  God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that 

in Him we might become the righteousness of God 
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b. Every curse was broken 

Galatians 3:13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a 

curse for is, for it is written” ‘cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.’ 

c. Power of sin was broken 

Romans 8:3b-4 …God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful 

man to be a sin offering.  And so He condemned sin in sinful man, in 

order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met 

in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature, but according to 

the Spirit. 

 

3. Feeling Foolish Becoming Wise 

• Have you ever felt you don’t measure up? 

o Corinthian Christians: 

▪ Racial mix 

▪ Fiercely independent 

▪ Ex-slaves, but self-made 

▪ Looked down on by “elite” 

• Paul addresses two types of people: 

o Jews:   

▪ Semi-religious or religious 

▪ Believe in a God who is not currently active 

▪ DEMAND a “sign” 

▪ Christ became a stumbling block 

o Greeks: 

▪ Search for knowledge a priority 

▪ Same culture that believed in various gods (things we 

worship) 

▪ Believe in pursuit of the perfect body 

▪ Cross was foolishness 
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1 Corinthians 1:26 Brothers, think of what you were when you were called.  

Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were 

influential; not many were of noble birth. 

• Cultural background of people in church 

o Not many “wise” (educated)  

o Not many “influential” (political leaders) 

o Not many “noble birth” (“elite” of society) 

1 Corinthians 1:27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame 

the wise: God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 

• Feeling foolish / weak?  God can use you to shame the wise / strong 

• Everything I have comes from Jesus 

1 Corinthians 1:30b-31 …Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from 

God – that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.  Therefore, as it 

is written: ‘Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.’ 

• We are declared righteous 

o Out of right standing with God I seek to live right 

• We are declared holy 

o My triumph / boast is living as Christ intended for me 

• Redemption: 

o Ransom paid for my freedom 

• MY BOAST is Christ who has set me free. 


