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ARISE & SHINE #3 

Introduction: ILLUSTRATION:  

One of the greatest scientists of our time was Albert 

Einstein. He was a man who was so focused on his 

scientific theories that he often neglected even the 

simplest things in life, such as personal appearance (as 

evidenced by his hair).  

 One time, Albert Einstein was taking a train out of town for a speaking 

engagement.  As he sat in his seat engrossed in his work, the conductor 

stopped by to punch his ticket.    Looking up in shock, Einstein realised he 

didn’t know what he had done with his ticket.  Frantically, he began to 

search his coat pockets, and then his briefcase. 

Gently, the conductor said, “We all know who you are, Dr Einstein.  I’m 

sure you bought a ticket.  Don’t worry about it.” 

But, as the conductor moved along, he looked back to see Einstein on his 

hands and knees searching under the seats for his ticket.  The conductor 

walked back, “Dr Einstein, please, don’t worry about it.  I know who you 

are.” 

Exasperated, Einstein looked up and said, “I, too, know who I am.  What I 

don’t know is where I’m going.” 

• God’s seed is within 

• God’s people should not put a yoke of oppression onto others. 

• Holy Spirit enhances what I can be. 
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1. We Have What We Need 

2 Peter 1:3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and 

godliness through our knowledge of him who has called us by his own glory 

and goodness. 

• His divine power – both spirit & word 

• Everything for life – both good and bad 

o Both blessing and suffering. 

 

2. We are Called by Name 

ILLUSTRATION:  mobile phone call 

• Cooee call 

• Call by name from a distance 

o Closer you get to the one calling, the more you know them 

ILLUSTRATION: Picture of Christ 

A mother visited her son at college.  Upon entering his room, 

her eye swept across the walls, which were covered with 

more than a dozen suggestive pictures.  Her heart was 

grieved, but she said nothing. 

Several days later, the mailman delivered a package to the young man.  It 

was a gift from his mother; a beautifully framed picture of the head of 

Christ.  Proudly the young man hung the picture on the wall above his 

desk.   

That night, before he went to bed, he removed the pin-up picture which 

hung closest to the face of Christ.  The next day, another picture was 

consigned to the waste-basket.  Day after day the pictures began to 

disappear from the walls until only one remained, the picture of the 

Saviour. 

 

 



3 ARISE & SHINE #3 N3C 17/10/2021 
 

3. We are Called to Participate 

2 Peter 1:4 Through these He has given us his very great and precious 

promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature 

and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. 

• Promises are made by God and us 

• Participate in the divine nature 

• Escape corruption 

 

4. How to be Productive 

2 Peter 1:5-7 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith 

goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; 

and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to 

godliness, brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness, love. 

• Starts with faith…add time and…. 

o Faith + goodness ->knowledge  

o Goodness + knowledge -> self-control 

o Knowledge + Self-control -> perseverance 

o Self-control + perseverance -> godliness 

o Perseverance + godliness -. Brotherly kindness 

o Godliness and brotherly kindness -> love 

2Peter 1:8-9 For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they 

will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.  But if anyone does not have them, he is nearsighted 

and blind, and has forgotten that he has been cleansed from his past sins. 

• If unproductive, what have we forgotten? 

1 Peter 1:23 For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of 

imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. 

ILLISTRATION FROM BROWNSVILLE 


