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THEN CAME SUNDAY… 

EASTER SUNDAY 2021 

Introduction: 

• Jesus’ world v our world: 

o World where there were wars and rumours of war. 

o Social upheaval – lies and slander common. 

▪ Social media today 

o Angry /violent world 

o Warped morality 

• Who was this Jesus? 

o He was someone hard to ignore 

o For some – they came to witness a spectacle 

▪ Others observed from a distance 

▪ Others saw the truth 

 

1. Jesus the Game Changer 

• Jesus brought radical teaching: 

o Peace instead of war 

▪ Firstly peace with God 

Colossians 1:20 …and through him to reconcile to himself all things, 

whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his 

blood, shed on the cross. 

o He addressed issues of the heart 

Mark 7:20-23  He went on: “What comes out of a man is what makes him 

‘unclean’.  For from within, out of men’s hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual 

immorality, theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, 

slander, arrogance, and folly.  All these evils come from inside and make a 

man ‘unclean’.”  

• Jesus speaks to social upheaval. 
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Journalist Greg Sheridan wrote: 

…the astonishing abusiveness of Twitter and some other social media 

platforms, and ever more degrading pornography is dehumanizing.1 

• While we do not have a war, anger and violence is on the increase: 

o Domestic violence 

o Abuse against women and children. 

The last time humanity tried living out a pagan culture, it was pretty ugly.  

Relations between the sexes were terrible.  The chief victims were women 

and children.2 

• Jesus elevated women. 

o They were part of His team. 

• Jesus honoured His mother while hanging on a cross (John 19:25-26) 

• His treatment of the woman caught in adultery. 

John 8:10-11 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “woman, where are 

they?  Has no one condemned you?” 

“No one, sir,” she answered. 

“then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared.  “go now and leave your 

life of sin.” 

 

2.  A Day Like no Other 

• Crucifixion was at the time of a major festival (Passover) 

• One being crucified had been welcomed into Jerusalem the day 

before (Matthew 21:1-11) 

• Jesus forgave people while handing on the cross. 

Luke 23:34  Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 

they are doing.”  And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 

o Some were there to witness a spectacle 

 
1 QUOTE: [Article: “Society will pay for loss of its Christian Ideals” by Greg Sheridan – The Australian 27.03.2021 ] 

2 Ib id 
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o Some were observing from afar 

o A thief was in the middle of the action… 

Luke 23:42-43 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into 

your kingdom.” 

Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in 

paradise.” 

o A Roman Officer: 

Luke 23:47 The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and 

said, “Surely this was a righteous man.” 

 

3. Then Came Sunday 

(a) The Empty Tomb: 

Luke 24:5-10 In their fright, the women bowed down with their faces to 

the ground, but the men said to them, “why do you look for the living 

among the dead?  He is not here; he is  risen!  Remember how he told 

you, while he was still with you in Galilee: ‘The son of Man must be 

delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be 

raised again’.”  Then they remembered his words.   

When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the 

Eleven, and to all the others.  It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the 

mother of James and the others with them who told this to the apostles. 

• Who was there? 

o Mary Magdalene 

o Joanna 

o Mary, mother of James 

o “the others” 

(b) He’s alive: 

• Angel’s question:  “Why look for the living among the dead?” 

(c) Remember: 

• Angel’s comment:  “Remember what He told you….!” 

(d) Peter & John: 
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John 20:6-9  Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and went 

into the tomb.  He was the strips of linen lying there, as well as the burial 

cloth that had been around Jesus’ head.  The cloth was folded up by itself, 

separate from the linen. 

Finally the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went 

inside.  He saw and believed.  (They still did not understand from 

Scripture, that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 

• Linen lying there – if the body had been taken, it would have 

included linen strips. 

o Cloth was taken and folded 

▪ Not a hasty snatching of the body 

• They saw and believed, but did not understand. 

 

(e) The Disciples: 

John 20:19-20   On the evening of that first day of the week, when the 

disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus 

came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!”.  After He said 

this, He showed them His hands and side.  The disciples were overjoyed 

when they saw the Lord. 

• Peace with God 

• Peace with the circumstances. 

Conclusion: 

Revelation 1:5-8  … Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the 

dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  To him who loves us and has freed us 

from our sins by his blood, and has made us to be a kingdom of priests to serve his 

God and Father – to him be glory and power for ever and ever!  Amen. 

Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who 

pierced him, and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him.  So shall it 

be!  Amen.  

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “Who is and who was and who is 

to come, the Almighty.” 


