
A New Creation
A STUDY OF PHILEMON



Background

 There are no verses in the Bible

66 Books

40 Authors

Period of 1500 years



Background Cont.

 Letter

Meant to be read a loud

Entire bible was meant to be read aloud

We miss a lot due to translation but even 
more when read in our head

Eg. PS 136



Background Cont.

Philemon

Wealthy Roman Citizen

Met Paul in Ephesus (Acts 19)

Church is in his home

Slave owner



Background Cont.

Onesimus – “Useful”

Slave of Philemon

Serious conflict

Runs away

Finds Paul

Converts to Christ

Assists Paul in 

prison



Background Cont.

Paul

Aging (62-64AD)

 In prison

A true apostle has authority in the Church

Submits himself to the authority of Rome



Slaves

2/3 People were slaves in around 50AD

Paul gave instructions on slavery



EPHESIANS 6:5-7


5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with 

respect and fear, and with sincerity of 

heart, just as you would obey Christ. 6Obey 

them not only to win their favour when their 

eye is on you, but as slaves of Christ, doing 

the will of God from your heart.



Ephesians 6:7-8


7 Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were 

serving the Lord, not people, 8because you 

know that the Lord will reward each one for 

whatever good they do, whether they are 

slave or free.



COLOSIANS 3:22-23


22 Slaves, obey your earthly masters in 

everything; and do it, not only when their 

eye is on you and to curry their favour, 

but with sincerity of heart and reverence 

for the Lord. 23Whatever you do, work at it 

with all your heart, as working for the Lord, 

not for human masters,



COLOSIANS 3:24-25


24 since you know that you will receive an 

inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is 

the Lord Christ you are serving.25Anyone 

who does wrong will be repaid for their 

wrongs, and there is no favouritism.



EPHESIANS 6:9


9And masters, treat your slaves in the 

same way. Do not threaten them, since 

you know that he who is both their Master 

and yours is in heaven, and there is no 

favouritism with him.



Colossians 4:1

Masters, provide your slaves with what is 

right and fair, because you know that you 

also have a Master in heaven.



Slaves

2/3 People were slaves in around 50AD

Paul gave instructions on slavery

Paul didn’t condone slavery

He didn’t rise up and revolt

He submitted to authority God had 
established in that culture



Subtle themes

1ST Adam

Deep – Death like 
Sleep

Side pierced

Bride formed 

Awakes and United

New Adam

Dies

 Side pierced

 Blood spilled to 

reconcile Bride

Awakes and reconciled



Submitting to Authority

David – Submits to Saul

Esther – Submits to Xerxes

Jesus – Submits to Pilate



John 19:10b-11


10 “Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. 

“Don’t you realize I have power either to free 

you or to crucify you?”


11 Jesus answered, “You would have no power 

over me if it were not given to you from 

above. Therefore the one who handed me over 

to you is guilty of a greater sin.”



Change

Paul recognizes God has allowed this to 

occur

Change will not come from yelling, 

silencing or cancelling an issue

Real change must come from within the 

heart



Opening

1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our 
brother,

To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker—
2also to Apphia our sister and Archippus our fellow 
soldier—and to the church that meets in your 
home:
3Grace and peace to you[a] from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philemon%201&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29942a


Opening

Paul – a prisoner of Christ Jesus

Apphia – Probably Philemon’s wife, ran 

the household

Archippus – Most likely elder within the 

church in Colossae



Opening


4 I always thank my God as I remember you in my 
prayers, 5because I hear about your love for all his 
holy people and your faith in the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray 
that your partnership with us in the faith may be 
effective in deepening your understanding of every 
good thing we share for the sake of Christ. 7 Your love 
has given me great joy and 
encouragement, because you, brother, have 
refreshed the hearts of the Lord’s people.



Opening

Builds up and praises Philemon’s Work

Partnership – sharing/mutual participation

Encouraged due to “refreshing of 

peoples hearts”

Paul appears to be buttering him up





The Request


8 Therefore, although in Christ I could be 

bold and order you to do what you ought 

to do,



The Request


9 yet I prefer to appeal to you on the basis 

of love. It is as none other than Paul—an 

old man and now also a prisoner of Christ 

Jesus



The Request


10 that I appeal to you for my 

son Onesimus,[b] who became my son 

while I was in chains.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philemon%201&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29949b


The Entourage

Epaphrus – Col 1:7 planted the Colossian 

Church with Philemon

Mark and Luke – Writers of Gospels and 

Acts

Others named – notable at the time



The Entourage

Onesimus goes to Rome to Hide

Finds work with either Paul or one of the 

entourage

Had issues and is called “Useless”

 Learns from great minds and becomes 

”Useful”



The Request


11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now 

he has become useful both to you and to 

me.



The Request


12 I am sending him—who is my very 

heart—back to you.13 I would have liked 

to keep him with me so that he could 

take your place in helping me while I am 

in chains for the gospel. 14 But I did not 

want to do anything without your 

consent, so that any favour you do would 

not seem forced but would be voluntary.



Colossians 3:9-11


9Do not lie to each other, since you have 

taken off your old self with its 

practices 10and have put on the new 

self,which is being renewed in knowledge 

in the image of its Creator. 11Here there is 

no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave 

or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.



Colossians 3:12-13


12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, 

holy and dearly loved, clothe 

yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear 

with each other and forgive one another 

if any of you has a grievance against 

someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave 

you.



Bad things to good people


15 Perhaps the reason he was separated 

from you for a little while was that you 

might have him back forever— 16 no 

longer as a slave, but better than a slave, 

as a dear brother. He is very dear to me 

but even dearer to you, both as a fellow 

man and as a brother in the Lord.





A New Creation?


17So if you consider me a 

partner, welcome him as you would 

welcome me. 18 If he has done you any 

wrong or owes you anything, charge it to 

me. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my own 

hand. I will pay it back—not to mention 

that you owe me your very self.



A New Creation? – 2 Cor 5:16-21


16 So from now on we regard no one from 

a worldly point of view. Though we once 

regarded Christ in this way, we do so no 

longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in 

Christ, the new creation has come:[a] The 

old has gone, the new is here!

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%205&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28895a


A New Creation? – 2 Cor 5:16-21


18All this is from God, who reconciled us 

to himself through Christ and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliation:19 that God was 

reconciling the world to himself in Christ, 

not counting people’s sins against 

them. And he has committed to us the 

message of reconciliation.



A New Creation? – 2 Cor 5:16-21

 20We are therefore Christ’s 

ambassadors, as though God were 

making his appeal through us. We implore 

you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to 

God. 21God made him who had no sin to 

be sin[b] for us, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%205&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28899b


Final Plea


20 I do wish, brother, that I may have 

some benefit from you in the Lord; 

refresh my heart in Christ. 21Confident of 

your obedience, I write to you, knowing 

that you will do even more than I ask.



Final Thoughts


25 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be 

with your spirit.


