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RISE AND SHINE #2 

Introduction:  Picture of bullocks yoked together  

• We are called to: 

o Loose the chains 

o Untie the cords 

o Break the yoke 

• This is a picture of repentance:  We turn away from  

o Old life 

o Old habits 

o Be filled with the Spirit 

• Begin to shine! 

 

1. Our New DNA 

1 John 3:8b-9 The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the 

devil’s work.  No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because 

God’s seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has 

been born of God. 

• Born of God? 

• Will not continue to sin?  Why? 

o Light is in his mind 

o Repentance is in his heart 

o It goes against who she/he is to sin with forethought. 

• God’s seed 

o Everything is in the seed to reproduce after its own kind 

o Seed becomes fruit. 

Galatians 5:22-23a But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control… 

• To reach potential, it must be connected to the vine. 
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2. Living it Out 

• The Word of God is our coach 

• Isaiah’s focus swings from personal breaking of yoke to us putting a 

yoke of oppression onto others. 

Isaiah 58:9b If you do away with the yoke of oppression, with the pointing 

finger and malicious talk…. 

• Pointing the finger 

• Malicious talk 

o False 

o Harsh,  

o Unjust 

o Evil intent 

• Offences will be resolved when both parties want the best for the 

other 

• Don’t put a yoke of oppression on to another, and don’t receive it on 

yourself 

Isaiah 54:14a, 15, 17 In righteousness you will be established; tyranny will 

be far from you; you will have nothing to fear… If anyone does attack you, 

it will not be my doing; whoever attacks you will surrender to you…. No 

weapon forged against you will prevail, and you will refute every tongue 

that accuses you.  This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and this 

is their vindication from me, declares the Lord.  

3. Your Destiny 

(A) God’s Part 

Isaiah 58:11 The Lord will guide you always; He will satisfy your needs in a 

sun-scorched land and will strengthen your frame.  You will be like a well-

watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail. 

• Guide 

• Satisfy 

• Strengthen 
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• Refresh 

Illustration  

Pianist, composer, activist, polyglot (speaker of many languages), orator, 

politician, statesman, humanitarian, businessman, patron of art and 

architecture, winegrower, film actor, icon: Ignacy Jan Paderewski (1860-

1941) led a remarkable life.   

Born into poverty in Poland, orphaned by the time he was 3, he was 

accepted into the Warsaw Conservatory of music at 12, and was a lecturer 

there by the time he was 18.  An accomplished pianist and composer, he 

travelled the world giving concerts – then gave it all up to become 

Poland’s first Prime Minister.  This true story took place in USA at the 

height of his fame. 

A little boy was attending one of Paderewski’s concerts with his mother.  

He was fascinated by the Carnegie Concert Hall, and found an opportunity 

to explore it… and eventually discovered a door marked “NO 

ADMITTANCE”.  As he went through it, the house lights dimmed – and the 

mother returned to her seat to find her son was missing.  Suddenly, the 

curtains parted, and spotlights focused on the impressive Steinway piano 

on the stage.  To her horror, the mother realised her little boy was sitting 

at the keyboard, innocently fingering the tune of ‘Twinkle, Twinkle Little 

Star” 

Just then, the great piano master made his entrance, moved to the piano, 

and whispered in the boy’s ear, “Don’t stop!  Keep playing!”  Leaning over, 

Paderewski reached down with his left hand, and began filling in the bass 

part.  Soon his right arm reached around to the other side of the child, and 

he added a running obligato.   

Together the old master and the young novice transformed a frightening 

situation into a wonderfully creative experience.  The audience was 

mesmerised. 
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Just as that young boy gained new power to enthral a huge audience 

whilst in the presence of the great pianist, so it is with the power of the 

Holy Spirit operating in the life of the believer.  What we can accomplish 

on our own is hardly noteworthy.  But when accomplished in the presence 

and power of the Holy Spirit, our life’s work truly can be not only beautiful, 

but also beneficial to those with whom we come in contact. 

(B) Our Response 

Isaiah 58:12 Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will raise up the 

age-old foundations; you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, Restorer 

of Streets with dwellings. 

• Rebuild lives that have been ruined 

• Raise up – foundation of truth 

• Repair – walls that repel the enemy 

• Restore lives so that they can dwell in peace 

• Respect your time with the Lord 

ILLUSTRATION: Scotsman and chair 

• Call that time a delight 

• Give it honour. 

Isaiah 58:14a Then you will find your joy in the Lord… 

• The joy of the Lord is your strength. 


