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WHAT’S YOUR OPINION? 

#3 STUDY IN CORINTHIANS 

Introduction:  

Q: Why can’t sunglasses have a political opinion? 

A: Because they are polarising… 

P1:  Canada has the best Prime Minister? 

P2: OK…. But that’s just your opinion! 

P1: It’s Trudeau…. 

• Everyone has an opinion 

o Some always express their opinion (called opinionated) 

• See on social media 

o Opinion piece on TV or newspapers 

• When is my opinion helpful or destructive? 

1.  What’s Spiritual? 

1 Corinthians 3:1-2  Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as 

worldly – mere infants in Christ.  I gave you milk, not solid food, for you 

were not yet ready for it.  Indeed, you are still not ready. 

o Worldly; not ready to receive. 

• What does “worldly” look like? 

1 Corinthians 3:3-4  You are still worldly.  For since there is jealousy and 

quarrelling among you, are you not worldly?  Are you not acting like mere 

men?  For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” 

are you not mere men? 

• Worldly identified by: 

o Jealousy 

o Quarrelling 

o Opinions were causing division. 
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1 Corinthians 3:8 The man who plants and the man who waters have one 

purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labour. 

• What is their purpose? 

o One plants (seed) 

o One waters (cares for) 

 

2.  Built to Last 

• Paul describes us (the church) as God’s building (v9) 

o He then gives a description of HOW to build: 

1 Corinthians 3:11-15  For no one can lay any foundation other than the 

one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.  If any man builds on this foundation 

using gold, solver, costly stones, wood hay or straw, his work will be shown 

for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light.  It will be revealed with 

fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work.   

If what he was built survives, he will receive his reward.  If it is burned up, 

he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping 

through the flames. 

• Foundation is Jesus Christ 

• Building blocks: 

o Gold silver, costly stones 

▪ Products that last 

o Wood, hay, straw, 

▪ Product that will burn up / be lost 

1 Corinthians 3:13-15  … his work will be shown for what it is, because the 

Day will bring it to light.  It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test 

the quality of each man’s work.   

If what he was built survives, he will receive his reward.  If it is burned up, 

he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping 

through the flames. 



3 WHAT’S YOUR OPINION NCCC 18/10/2020 

 

3.  Leadership: 

• Paul’s name and reputation were caught up in the turmoil 

o Leaders can become targets 

(a) Prove faithful: 

1 Corinthians 4:2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust 

must prove faithful. 

• Prove faithful 

1 Corinthians 4:4 My conscience is clear, but that does not make me 

innocent.  It is the Lord who judges me. 

• Doesn’t matter what others say 

o My conscience is clear 

• Does not make me innocent? 

 

(b) Don’t judge quickly 

1 Corinthians 4:5  Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait 

till the Lord comes.  He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and 

will expose the motives of men’s hearts.  At that time each will receive his 

praise from God. 

• There is an appointed time for judgement 

• Hidden things will be brought to life 

• People’s motives will be exposed 

• Praise will come from God 
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4.  Spiritual Parents 

• Stop stretching the truth 

1 Corinthians 4:6 (TPT)…I’ve been referring allusively to myself and Apollos 

in order to illustrate what I’ve been saying.  It is futile to move beyond 

what is written in the Scriptures and be inflated with self-importance by 

following and promoting one leader in competition with another. 

• Paul discerns that they have many guardians (baby-sitters) but not 

many spiritual fathers or mothers (v15) 

• Not only about knowledge, but about character 

• Paul’s list (4:11-13) 

o Go without (hungry, thirsty, in rags, brutally treated, homeless) 

o Work hard 

o When cursed – we bless 

o When persecuted – we endure it 

o When slandered – we answer kindly 

1 Corinthians 4:20 for the kingdom realm of God comes with power, not 

simply impressive words. 

• Power to walk the walk 

1 Corinthians 4:21 So which would you prefer?  Shall I come carrying the 

rod of authority to discipline or with an embrace in love with a gentle 

spirit? 

 

NEXT WEEK – “SIN-BINNED”! 

 


