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WHAT’S THE 
GREATEST 

COMMANDMENT?

Matthew 22:37-38  “J esus 

replied, “‘Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all 

your mind.’  This is the first 

and greatest commandment.  

And the second is like it: ‘Love 

your neighbour as yourself’.” 



1. FOCUS

• Help!  We’ve lost God!



1. FOCUS

• Help!  We’ve lost God!

• Jesus at the temple –

Luke 2:41-51

Luke 2:49 “Why were you 

searching for me?” he asked. 

‘Didn’t you know I had to be in 

my Father’s house?’ 

• Jesus revealed His priority



1. FOCUS

• Jesus said: ‘Focus on the 

main thing….’

1 John 4:8 ‘Whoever does 

not love does not know 

God, because God is love.’



2. STIRRING PASSIONS

• Passion is what motivates people to action

• Passion will always result in emotion and 

action.



3. STIRRING UP LOVE

‘Dvi’…. Yes, that 

would mean the wife 

was loved but the 

love was gone.

‘Dva’…. Yes, that depends on her 

actions.  She would be loved as 

long as she remained faithful and 

cared for her husband well..

‘Dvu’??…. NO!!  You would 

have to keep loving her no 

matter what she did….

‘Dvu’?  That 

kind of love 

just doesn’t 

exixt!!.



3. STIRRING UP LOVE

‘Dvu’ … would mean God kept loving us over 

and over… while we rejected His great love.

He is compelled to love us, even though we 

have sinned against Him….



3. STIRRING UP LOVE

1 John 4:9 ‘We love, because 

He first loved us.’



3. 
STIRRING 
UP LOVE

Romans 5:10   ‘For if, when we were 

God’s enemies, we were reconciled to 

him through the death of his Son, how 

much more, having been reconciled, shall 

we be saved through his life!’



3. STIRRING 
UP LOVE

Galatians 3:26-27  ‘…you are all sons 

of God through faith in Christ J esus, for 

all of you who were baptized into Christ 

have clothed yourselves in Christ.

Isaiah 61:10  ‘I delight greatly in the 

Lord; my soul rejoices in my God.  For 

he has clothed me with garments of 

salvation, and arrayed me in a robe of 

righteousness….’



4. CLEANING UP YOUR ACT!

Matthew 22:37  Jesus replied: "'Love 

the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and 

with all your mind.’

• We are to love God – but HOW?



4. CLEANING UP YOUR ACT!

a) Cleanse My Heart

• Heart is centre of  physical, emotional, intellectual and 

moral activities

Psalm 51:7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 

wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.



4. CLEANING UP YOUR ACT!

b) Cleanse My Soul

Psalm 42:11 ‘Why are you downcast, O my soul?  Why so 

disturbed within me?  Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise 

him, my Saviour and my God…’

• Bring your emotions  in line with the Word

• Be led by the Spirit



4. CLEANING UP YOUR ACT!

c) Cleanse My Mind

Romans 12:2a ‘Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.…’

• Don’t conform to the world

• Make a Godly pattern


