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JESUS IS NOT IN ISOLATION 

Introduction: this is the greatest global disruption since World War II 

• We’ve welcomed government involvement in our daily lives  – 

focused because of life and death 

o Freedoms have been curtailed. 

• All it took was one virus to shut everything down 

• This can show what is missing in our culture 

o Some will have income slashed 

▪ Perhaps loss of a loved one 

o Sale of drugs is up, according to police 

▪ Sale of alcohol up 300% 

▪ Police report increase in DV callouts 

o On the PLUS side, some families are bonding like never before 

• Renewal always springs from people who go through personal crisis. 

o We must make a judgement call. 

 

1. When Jesus invites you to Breakfast: 

• Disciples had been in isolation 

o Their world had been turned upside down. 

o Peter, Thomas, Nathanael, James, John and 2 others went 

fishing 

• Breakfast on Beach story 

John 21:15-17  When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 

“Simon, son of John, do you truly love me more than these?” 

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 

Again, Jesus said, “Simon, son of John, do you truly love me?” 

He answered, Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 
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The third time He said to him, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?”  Peter 

was hurt because Jesus had asked him a third time, “do you love me?”  He 

said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed My sheep.” 

 

2. Jesus Speaks to our Confusion 

QUOTE (from a pre-schooler):  When someone loves you, the way they say 

your name is different.  You just know your name is safe in their mouth.” 

• Why did Jesus call Peter, “Simon”? 

o Two recorded occasions when Jesus called Peter “Simon”: 

 

(a) Matthew 16:15b-17a  He asked, “Who do you say that I am?”  Simon 

Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  Jesus 

replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of John…” 

Matthew 16:18 And I tell you that you are Peter [petros], and on this rock 

[petra] I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.” 

• Petros = “little rock” 

• Petra = “foundation stone” 

o Foundation = confession of Christ 

 

(b) Luke 22:31-32  ”Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat.  

But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail.  And 

when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 

• Failure is only final if we don’t learn from the experience 

o Notice: “WHEN you turn back…” 

o There are people for YOU to strengthen. 

 

 

 



3 JESUS IS NOT IN ISOLATION NCCC 19/04/2020 

 

3. Calling the Called 

• Love is complex 

o “Love” is a vague term in English – has many meanings 

• FOUR Greek words translated “love” 

o Storge – love for family; children 

o Philio – love for a friend 

o Eros – romantic love 

o Agape – self-sacrificing love 

• TWO words are used in this discourse with Jesus and Peter 

o Philio and Agape 

o Aramaic (Jesus’ language) word for “love” is “Hooba” 

▪ Root word means “to set on fire” 

▪ Jesus was asking “Do you burn with love for me?” 

John 21:15a  When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
‘Simon son of John, do you truly love (“agape”) me more than these?’ 

• truly love – agape (self-sacrificing love) 

• who / what are ‘These…’? 
o lifestyle; job; family 

John 21:15b ‘Yes, Lord,’ he said, ‘you know that I love (“phileo”) you.’  Jesus 
said, ‘Feed my lambs.’ 

• love – phileo (friendship)  

• feed lambs (those who cannot feed themselves) 
 
John 21:16  Again Jesus said, ‘Simon, son of John, do you truly love 
(“agape”) me?’ He answered, ‘Yes, Lord, you know that I love (“phileo”) 
you.’  Jesus said, ‘Take care of my sheep.’ 

• truly love – agape 

• his response – phileo 

• take care of sheep – watch out for 
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John 21:17 The third time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love 

(“phileo”) me?’  Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, ‘Do 

you love me?’ He said, ‘Lord, you know all things; you know that I love 

(“phileo”) you.’  Jesus said, ‘Feed my sheep.’ 

• Jesus uses ‘phileo’ this time 

o Why was Peter hurt? 

o Jesus met him where he was at 

• WHY did Peter answer in this way? 

o Peter was not able to give what Jesus was asking 

▪ But what he had, he gave 

o One day, Peter, you will give your life 

▪ Grace will be given to you 

o Holy Spirit was yet to come (to strengthen, etc) 

• LOVE has a name! 


