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ACTS 
1:1-3

In my former book, Theophilus, I 

wrote about all that Jesus began 

to do and to teach until the day 

he was taken up to heaven, after 

giving instructions through the 

Holy Spirit to the apostles he had 

chosen.

After his suffering, he showed 

himself to these men and gave 

many convincing proofs that he 

was alive.

He appeared to them over a 

period of forty days and spoke 

about the kingdom of God.



ACTS 
1:4-8

On one occasion, while he was eating 
with them, he gave them this command: 
“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the 
gift my Father promised, which you have 
heard me speak about.

“For John baptised with water, but in a 
few days you will be baptised with the 
Holy Spirit.”

So when they met together, they asked 
him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?”

He said to them: “It is not for you to know 
the times or dates the Father has set by 
his own authority.  But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, an din all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.”



ACTS 
1:9-11

After he said this, he was taken up 
before their very eyes, and a cloud hid 
him from their sight.

They were looking intently up into the 
sky as he was going, when suddenly 
two men dressed in white stood beside 
them.

“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do 
you stand here looking into the sky?  
This same Jesus, who has been taken 
from you into heaven, will come back 
in the same way you have seen him go 
into heaven.”



• Jesus was passing 

on the baton

John 16:7 “It is for 

your good that I am 

going away.”

• What is Jesus doing 

now?



1. ASCENSION PLANS

(a) Jesus is the Head of the Church

Colossians 1:18-19 And He is the head of the 
body, the church; he is the beginning and the 
firstborn from among the dead, so that in 
everything he might have the supremacy. For 
God was pleased to have all his fulness dwell in 
him…



1. ASCENSION PLANS

Acts 7:55-56 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, 
looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.  
“Look!”, he said, “I see heaven open and the son 
of Man standing at the right hand of God.”

• Culturally, a person standing on the right side 
of a ruler is equal in authority.



1. ASCENSION PLANS

(b) Jesus is preparing a place for us.

John 14:2 In my Father’s house are many rooms; 
if it were not so, I would have told you.  I am 
going there to prepare a place for you.



1. ASCENSION PLANS

(c) Jesus intercedes for us.

Hebrews 7:25 Therefore he is able to save completely 
those who come to God though, because he always 
lives to intercede for them.



1. ASCENSION PLANS

(d) Jesus will return:

Acts 1:11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you 
stand here looking into the sky?  This same Jesus, 
who has been taken from you into heaven, will come 
back in the same way you have seen him go into 
heaven.”

• Jesus will be highly visible when He returns. 
(Matt 24:30; 1 Thess 4:16; Rev1:7)



2. COMMISSIONED TO SERVE

Matthew 28:19-20 Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptising them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 
I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age.



2. COMMISSIONED TO SERVE

• Go! 

• Make disciples

• Baptise (into Father, Son and Holy Spirit)

• Teach

• Obey



3. POWER TO SERVE

Acts 1:4-5; 8  On one occasion, while he was eating with 

them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave 

Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which 

you have heard me speak about.

“For John baptised with water, but in a few days you will be 

baptised with the Holy Spirit.”

…. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes 

on you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in 

all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”



3. POWER TO SERVE

Holy Spirit is:

• A gift

• Promised (John 14:18)

• Power for living

• Power for witnessing


