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WHO ARE YOU MIXING WITH? 

#4 Acts 
Introduction: 

• Peter’s actions were questioned 

o Mixing with the wrong crowd, according to some. 

• Gives reasons: (Acts 11:1-18) 

o The vision 

o The household request confirming the vision 

o The result 

 

1. Mixing with the Right Crowd Moves the Hand of God 

Acts 11:20-21 Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went 

to Antioch and began to speak to the Greeks also, telling them the good 

news about the Lord Jesus.  The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great 

number of people believed and turned to the Lord. 

• “Hand of God” = grace 

• Release of God’s power 

• Started by lay people’s obedience. 

• The right crowd can be people others won’t go near to share the 

gospel of hope 

 

2. Mixing with the Right People attracts Other Quality People 

Acts 11:22-24 News of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, 

and they sent Barnabas to Antioch.  When he arrived and saw the evidence 

of the grace of God, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true 

to the Lord with all their hearts.  He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit 

and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord. 
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• Barnabas: a Levite (Acts 4:36-37) 

o Had sold a field and given to the church. 

o Called “son of encouragement.” 

▪ Greek word has a prophetic element. 

o Encouragement – is both building up and giving direction. 

• Full of the Holy Spirit 

▪ This is fruit + spiritual gifts 

• Full of faith 

o Not acting in your own ability, but in God’s ability and 

faithfulness. 

Acts 11:25-26a Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when 

he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year, Barnabas 

and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. 

• Saul had been introduced to the church in Jerusalem, but he was still 

suspected by some. 

• Develops a strong team. 

 

3. Mixing with the  Right People Develops Generosity 

Acts 11:26b-30  The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. 

During this time, some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch.  

One of them, Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a 

severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This happened 

during the reign of Claudius.)   

The disciples, each according to his ability, decided to provide help for the 

brothers living in Judea.  This they did, sending their gift to the elders by 

Barnabas and Saul. 

• Christians = followers of the Way. 

o Christ means “anointed one / Messiah”. 

o At Antioch, Christians were not only recognized as followers of 

Jesus the Christ, but that the believers were anointed. 
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• Very clear prophetic word given. 

o Christians provided help according to their ability. 

 

 

4. Mixing with the Right People Brings Results 

• Peter was imprisoned:  

o Background Acts 12:4-17 

• Religious Freedom weekend across weekend in Australia 

• Prayer Points: 

o For policy makers and all parliamentarians to permit people to 

live out deeply held convictions in public life. 

o For protection by laws, judges and political leaders to those 

exercising their faith commitments in public life. 

o For freedom to conscientiously object to practices violating 

conscience / religious standards 

o For freedom to express and advocate for beliefs in the public 

sphere with out fear of sanction or censorship 

o For laws that respect the rights of religious people / institutions 

to provide counselling, prayer and support to all who seek and 

consent to it. 

o For churches, and faith institutions, schools and charities be 

free to associate with people with like-minded beliefs and 

further their own ethos without unjust government 

interference. 

 

Conclusion:   

Break into small groups and pray for religious freedom in Australia. 


