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FALLEN HEROES 
(HOW TO SILENCE A CROWING ROOSTER) 

Introduction:  

• Many people have an internal voice: 

o Saying “I’m not good enough!” 

o Reminding them of past failure 

o That triggers bad memories 

• Peter had a crowing rooster in his ear 

o Every morning, he was awoken by a rooster 

o How do you get release from that thing? 

1. Setting the Scene: 

• Peter was a fisherman 

o Fishing was his trade 

o Fishing was his love 

• He had been called by Jesus 

• He had great insights 

• He wanted to protect Jesus 

o Jesus was explaining he was going to die  

▪ Peter reacted(Matthew 16:23) 

o Peter cut oft the High Priest’s servant’s ear (John 18:10) 

o Peter disowned Jesus 3 times (Luke 22:54-62) 

• Peter had seen the empty tomb, the risen Lord 

o But every time he heard a rooster crow, he remembered….  

2. AUDIO 

Remember the Call 

• Jesus reminded the disciples of their call 

John 21:5-6 He called out to them, “friends, haven’t you any fish?”  “No,” 

they answered.  He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and 

you will find some.”  When they did, they were unable to haul the net in 

because of the large number of fish. 
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• Remember when He called you. 

• Disciples invited to breakfast (relationship) 

3. Love is the Bottom Line 

• Jesus draws out of Peter how he feels. 

John 21:15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, 

“Simon, son of John, do ou truly love me more than these?”  “Yes, Lord,” he 

said, “you know that I love you.”  Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 

• Used term “truly love” (agape) 

o Response “I love you as a friend” (philio) 

• Agape love:  

o set the standard 

o commanded: 

▪ Mark 12:30 – love God 

▪ Romans 13:8 – love one another 

▪ Mark 12:31 – love our neighbour 

▪ Matthew 5:44 – love our enemies 

• Phileo love: 

o Physical emotion tied to the usage 

▪ John 11:15 “the one you love is sick” (Lazarus) 

4. John 21:15, 16, 17 Three times, Peter says “you know that I love 

you…” 

Restoration  

• As Peter responded, Jesus declared: 

o Feed my lambs (rams?) Aramaic 

▪ Possibly fellow disciples 

o Feed my sheep 

▪ Broader term – shepherd 

o Feed my sheep – ewes 

• Each question asked by Jesus, was answered by Peter 

o The rooster cry dimmed. 

• Salvation does not come by commanded love, it comes from a 

trusting relationship. 


